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What a memory!
With repeatable accuracy, comes
MAX
â — the first portable pipetting
aid with a built in memory. MAX,
manufactured for Bel-Art Products, is
a compact, lightweight, and portable,
battery-operated pipettor that uses
long lasting NiCad batteries. With an
automatic sleep function, MAX will
turn itself off when it is idle for
fifteen minutes and will save the last
setting in its memory. This versatile
unit offers three modes of operation.
It can be programmed for automatic
stop during aspiration, step pipetting
during dispensing or regular
pipetting. Pipetting speed is variable
and MAX accepts standard pipettes
from 1.0 to 75 ml with mouth o.d.
from 3 to 9.9 mm.
Circle number 2 on reader response card.
Interline digital cameras
LSR AstroCam, the digital camera
division of Life Science Resources
Ltd, has launched a new high speed,
enhanced performance UltraPix FKI
interline digital camera. The cameras
have been designed for high speed,
no-smear dynamic imaging, with
enhanced sensitivity for improved
detection of the many commonly used
fluorescent probes emitting at the blue
end of the spectrum. The UltraPix
FKI is available with resolutions of
648 × 484 pixels and 1008 × 1018
pixels. Using Interline CCD
technology cooled to –40°C, the
UltraPix FKI provides fast electronic
shuttering on chip, allowing low noise
images to be captured at up to 360
images per second.
Circle number 3 on reader response card.
In Brief
Plasmid DNA purification
New QIAfilter Plasmid Mega Kits and
QIAfilter Plasmid Giga Kits combine all the
advantages of QIAGEN-tips and QIAfilter
Mega-Giga Cartridges for rapid plasmid DNA
purification. The vacuum-operated QIAfilter
Mega-Giga Cartridge replaces centrifugation,
and filters lysates from up to 2.5 liters of
bacterial culture in seconds. The filter
cartridges remove SDS precipitates
completely and make plasmid DNA purification
for up to 2.5 mg (Mega) or 10mg (Giga) even
faster than before. The kits come complete
with QIAfilter Cartridges, QIAGEN-tips,
reagents, buffers and a detailed handbook.
Circle number 4 on reader response card.
One-step PCR cloning 
The EukaryoticTOPO TA Cloning® Kit
provides a quick, one-step method for PCR
cloning and direct expression in mammalian
cells. The kit uses the linearised, topoisom-
erase I-activated pcDNA3.1/V5/His-TOPO
vector to achieve 5-minute cloning with 90%
recombinants. The vector carries the CMV
promoter/enhancer to allow high-level
expression of PCR products without the
need to subclone. The vector also encodes
C-terminal fusion tags for rapid immuno-
detection and affinity purification of
expressed proteins.
Circle number 5 on reader response card.
New application for Alkphos Direct
A new method has now been established for
the non-radioactive labelling and detection of
oligonucleotides down to 20 bases, using
the AlkPhos Direct system from
Amersham Pharmacia Biotech. Scientists
labelled oligonucleotides of 20 and 25 bases
in 2 two-hour reactions. These were hybrid-
ised and washed at 30°C. Sub-picogram
amounts of 1.5 kb target were detected after
a two-hour exposure. The new method
enables the oligonucleotide to be detected
directly, with no need for post-hybridisation
blocking or antibody steps, offering a
potential time-saving of several hours.
Circle number 6 on reader response card. 
HL transmitted light stand
Leica have introduced a new HL (High
Level) transmitted light stand for their
stereomicroscopes and macroscopes.
Transmitted light is the correct way to
illuminate certain unprepared translucent
specimens. It is possible to produce
brightfield, inclined illumination or pseudo
darkfield. The light beam has a variable angle
of incidence and the light originates from a
fibre optic light guide attached to an external
cold light source, so no heat is produced. 
Circle number 7 on reader response card.
Beckman Instruments, Inc, has
introduced a new model to its
Microfuge family of centrifuges, along
with enhancements to its Microfuge
Lite model. Microfuge 18 is an
entirely new centrifuge featuring
induction drive. Its easy-to-use
interface allows the user to view set as
well as actual values for rpm/rcf, and
set and elapsed time. A 24-plate
single row rotor handles both 1.5 and
2.0 ml microfuge tubes. The
Microfuge Lite has been upgraded
with an induction drive. This 9.6 lb
centrifuge delivers forces up to
12,054 × g with fast acceleration and
deceleration times. Microfuge Lite
comes with a unique fixed-angle rotor
that accomodates 18 each of either
1.5 ml/1.8 ml tubes and 400 µl
microfuge tubes.
Circle number 1 on reader response card.
Beckman expands Microfugeâ product line
